
OFFICE MEMO: THOUGHTS TO START WEEK FIVE 

April 27, 2020 

Good afternoon all,  

Here we are with the first morning of the fifth week of distance learning behind us.  The big question 
being asked by staff and students is, “How long?” How long will this last? How long will we need to work 
from home? How long till I can look my teachers in the eye and to thank them for all the hard work they 
are doing? How long till teachers can get back to the fun part of instruction – interacting personally with 
your children? How long can we keep this up? How long?  

We don’t know. We do not know, but we have a clue.  The Education Minster announced yesterday that 
public and Roman Catholic schools will remain closed until May 31 at the earliest. The order that keeps 
Private schools closed comes from a different branch of the government, but likely they will follow suit. 
So, our new date is May 31, and things may change.  

This means that there are several discussions taking place about what happens with the rest of the 
regular events of the school year.   

1. What do we do about exams?  
2. Will we have to cancel graduation (or postpone it till the fall)?  
3. Will school ever look the same once we are back?  
4. Will we ever have a school free snow day again?  

These questions are alike in that they have the same answer: We do not know yet. However, they are 
discussion points, and we will need to find some answers in the coming weeks so that plans can be 
made.  

Some decisions have been made that relate to the rest of the school year.  

1. Both the Art Trip and the French Trips have been cancelled.  
2. Arts Alive will not be taking place this year. 
3. We will not be having our annual Outdoors Club hike.  
4. We are keeping the May 8 PD day, but it will be an off day for students and teachers.  
5. The membership meeting scheduled for May 7 will be postponed (more on that from the Board 

at a future date). 
6. A Guido Gazette will still be produced – pictures of students working (on schoolwork) from 

home would be great. Please send them to Mrs. VanVelzen (rvanvelzen@guidodebres.com). 
7. Mid-Semester marks will be available from classroom teachers for students in Grades 9 through 

11 by the end of this week (some have been distributed already) for those who would like to 
know how things are going.  

As you can see, decisions are being made; there are just many more that need to be considered. 

Before I sign off, I would also like to post a request from parents and staff, and a bit of information from 
Student Services.  

The request is that, in as much as it is within our power, please keep school from happening on Sunday.  
Some staff have scheduled classroom announcements to come out on Sunday so that students will have 
them for Monday morning. Students and parents have found this distracting, so we will change that to 
have lessons posted on Monday morning (if they are not posted before the week is done). Staff have 
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also requested that students and parents refrain from asking them questions about assignments on 
Sundays (these are not related to the teacher’s Sunday postings), because they find it distracting as well. 
Our world and routines have been thrown for a loop in these past weeks, and it is tough sometimes to 
stop work when it is sitting there in front of you. The Lord, in his wisdom set aside one day in seven as a 
time to rest from our labours and focus on Him. The Lord, of course, does not need us to rest on Sunday 
for Him to better be able to do His work, we need to rest so that we are better able to do ours. The 
Sabbath day is a gift from the Lord, let’s cherish it where we may – and school, contrary to the belief of 
many, is real work too, we should rest from it!  

Mrs. VanVelzen also asked that parents of students planning to go to college or university in September 
speak with their children about an email dealing with government programs that are available to them. 
The document will also be posted on our website and it has lots of good information about different job 
opportunities and government programs that are available.  

We started off this memo with the questions about, ‘How long?’. The answer, quite clearly, is, ‘We don’t 
know.”.  But the question also brings to mind Psalm 13, where David asks the same question. His answer 
brings us contentment. How long will we have to do this? As long as it takes, but while we wait we trust 
in His great promises. And so, I will finish with the closing verses of Psalm 13:  

But I have trusted in your steadfast love; 
my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
I will sing to the Lord, 
because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

May we trust in the Lord and sing of how He continues to deal bountifully with us in the weeks and 
days ahead.  

Jason Heemskerk 


